
 
 

Fiction Books For Pros Cons You need to know 

Learning Ally 

(Formerly 

RFB&D) 

Entire books 

K-12 

Free! Real human voice, 

Model of fluency and 

reading speed, free daisy 

player or you can use 

windows media player, 

can play files on specific 

mp3 players, free at 

home. iPad app for $20 

 

Limited number of 

downloads.  No text 

only audio, you may 

need tech support 

Software must be downloaded and installed. You must be able 

to download book files. You have to have an internet 

connection to RFBD while you listen to your book (unless you 

have a CD).  You must have a Daisy player or the latest 

version of Windows media player. 

http://www.learningally.org/  

Bookshare Entire books 

K-12 

Free! Good source for 

fiction books.  Free 

players that highlight text 

as a digital voice reads to 

students.  Does not 

require internet while 

listening to book. Free 

home use.  

 

Computerized voice Software must be downloaded and installed. You must be able 

to download book files. iPad app is coming. 

http://www.bookshare.org/  

Audible Entire books 

K-12 

New books and best 

sellers read by actors and 

authors. Plays on a wide 

variety of players. 

 

Must pay for each 

book 

You must have a membership. 

 

www.audible.com/  

Interlibrary 

Loan  - 

SWIFT 

Entire books 

K-12 

Free.  High quality 

recordings read by author 

or actor. Lots of 

Colorado specific 

authors. 

Limited to Colorado 

library holdings. Can 

take a long time.  

Steep fees if you 

return it late 

Must have a library card and set up account at the library first 

than you can access it online.  Books are available as CDs and 

tapes depending on your needs. 

http://www.aclin.org/swift/  

NetLibrary Entire Books 

wide variety of 

books high 

school and 

above. 

High quality recordings 

read by author or actor. 

Can be complicated 

to put on mobile 

devices 

Must have a library card and set up account at the library first 

than you can access it online.   

http://www.netlibrary.com/  

http://www.learningally.org/
http://www.bookshare.org/
http://www.audible.com/
http://www.aclin.org/swift/
http://www.netlibrary.com/


 
 

OverDrive Entire Books High quality recordings 

read by author or actor. 

Can be complicated 

to put on mobile 

devices 

Must have a library card and set up account at the library first 

than you can access it online.  Certain books are only available 

in certain formats. Need updated windows media player. Not a 

user friendly website. http://www.overdrive.com/ 

 

Marmot 

libraries 

K-12 Download an audio book 

or e-book to your 

computer 

 

Need overdrive to 

use on Mac.  

Limited libraries. 

Marmot.org/node/2 for list of participating libraries. Need 

adobe for e-books. 

Colorado 

Talking Books 

K-12 Free, helpful customer 

service 

Requires setup, 

audio only, no text 

You need a player that they provide on loan to you. Can 

provide some access to periodicals.  

http://www.cde.state.co.us/ctbl/ 

 

Tumble 

books, tumble 

readables, 

tumble talking 

books 

K-12 High quality recordings 

read by author or actor. 

Pictures.  Highlights text.  

Free through 

anythinklibraries.org 

 

Requires internet 

connection 

Encourage you to have a library card with anythinklibraries 

but not currently required.  

http://www.anythinklibraries.org/24-7-library/articles-

research-more scroll down to tumble books its alphabetical 

Accessible 

Book 

Collection 

K-12 Works with classroom 

suite 

Paid subscription  May be funding available for students with disabilities. 

http://www.accessiblebookcollection.org/  

Don Johnston 

Start to Finish 

Books 

K-12 Provides both human 

voice audio and text 

highlighting 

 

Books are expensive A few titles are available through the SWAAAC loan bank. 

http://www.donjohnston.com/products/start_to_finish/library/i

ndex.html  

 

http://www.overdrive.com/
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