
 

 
 

Textbooks For: Pro Cons You need to know: 

 

Learning 

Ally 

(Formerly 

RFB&D) 

Entire textbooks Free! Real human 

voice, Model of 

fluency and reading 

speed, free daisy 

player or you can use 

windows media 

player, can play files 

on specific mp3 

players, free at home. 

iPad app for $20 

 

No text only audio, 

you may need text 

support 

Software must be downloaded and installed. You must be 

able to download book files. You have to have an internet 

connection to RFBD while you listen to your book 

(unless you have a CD).  You must have a Daisy player or 

the latest version of Windows media player.  

http://www.learningally.org/  

Bookshare Entire textbooks Free! Free players that 

highlight text as a 

digital voice reads to 

students.  Does not 

require internet while 

listening to book. Free 

home use. 

 

Computerized 

voice 

Software must be downloaded and installed. You must be 

able to download book files. iPad app is coming.  

http://www.bookshare.org/  

Publishing 

Companies 

Entire textbooks Can be  interactive 

online components 

Not always 

available or you 

may have to pay 

for access. 

 

It is easier to negotiate with them at the time of purchase.  

Ask about accessibility before you buy!!! 

Optical 

Character 

Recognition 

(OCR) 

(scanning 

books) 

Parts of 

textbooks  

Quick access without 

the need for 

membership or 

internet. 

 

You must have a 

scanner and OCR 

software.  

Scanning one page 

at a time can take a 

long time. 

 

Free OCR software is available or you can purchase 

software.  Free reading software is available or you can 

purchase software. It may help to copy in a copy machine 

first.   http://www.paperfile.net/  

http://www.learningally.org/
http://www.bookshare.org/
http://www.paperfile.net/


 

 
 

 

Create your 

own audio 

book 

Parts of 

textbooks 

(maybe if you 

have really nice 

volunteers a 

whole textbook) 

No need for 

membership or 

internet. Can play files 

on Mp3 player. 

 

Time consuming You will need a digital recorder and player.   

Don Johnston 

Start to 

Finish Books 

Supplemental 

non-fiction 

materials  

Provides both human 

voice audio and text 

highlighting 

Books are 

expensive 

A few titles are available through the SWAAAC loan 

bank.  

http://www.donjohnston.com/products/start_to_finish/libr

ary/index.html  

 

http://www.donjohnston.com/products/start_to_finish/library/index.html
http://www.donjohnston.com/products/start_to_finish/library/index.html

